During his lifetime Morishima Kakufusa was closely connected with Japanese expansionist schemes in Mongolia, as a monk, a trader, a lecturer, an author, an escort for academic explorers and a military intelligence officer. The specifics of Morishima's employers at various points throughout his long career are unclear, but an examination of his career provides some idea of the different groups and individuals in Japanese society who sought to implement either direct or indirect Japanese control over Mongolia during the first four decades of the twentieth century. Moreover, the promotion of Morishima's career by his hometown of Tokunoshima in the twenty-first century is an example of how some in Japan at the present time are presenting the imperial era in a more positive light.
Introduction
Studies of Japan's pre-war imperial expansionist schemes have traditionally focused on the movers and shakers, those individuals who were directly responsible for the drafting and implementation of policy at the higher levels. Among these are Mark Peattie's study 2 of Ishiwara Kanji, one of the architects of the September 1931 Manchurian Incident, or David Lu's study of Matsuoka Yōsuke, Japan's representative at the League of Nations in 1933 and Foreign Minister at the time of the signing of the 1941 Soviet-Japanese Neutrality Pact (Peattie; Lu) . Little attention has been paid, however, to the third-or fourth-tier functionaries, those individuals in the field who were directly involved in the implementation of the schemes that the centre crafted. Yet the part played by those in the field is just as important, because if they are not up to the task set by those whose devise policy, then there is little hope of implementation. The reason why these third-or fourth-tier functionaries are not studied is that, unfortunately from our perspective, these individuals usually did not keep diaries to justify their actions and nor did they generate the degree of primary source material at the time that allows their lives and actions to be examined. There are instances though where we can trace the career on an individual and see the part that they played in Imperial Japan's imperial expansionist schemes. One example is Morishima Kakufusa (1886 Kakufusa ( -1946 , an individual whose involvement in these schemes stretched for almost forty years and who fulfilled a number of different roles in Imperial Japan's bid to bring Mongolia under its sway.
From the late nineteenth century until the end of the Second World War, a variety of groups and individuals in Japanese society exhibited an interest in Mongolia. Among them were military officers, business groups, academics, right-wing political activists and Buddhist leaders, all of whom had their own particular agenda, but who often worked together to achieve their disparate aims. Japanese interest in Mongolia was woven from a heady mix of ideas that developed from the belief among some in Japan that ties of race, culture, history, religion and custom bound the Mongols and Japanese closely together (Boyd Japanese-Mongolian Relations) .
Almost immediately following the Meiji Restoration in 1868, and the lifting of the government ban on travel abroad by individuals, Japanese visitors to the Chinese 3 continent penetrated deep into Mongolia. On their return to Japan, a number of these travellers came to hold important positions in the Japanese military, political, academic and religious worlds, and were therefore able to influence Japanese policies and attitudes towards Mongolia in a range of areas. By the 1930s, the cultural ramifications of a close relationship between Japan and Mongolia were at the heart of a project to present Japan as the natural leader of Asia: Mongolia was by then integral to broad Japanese claims of cultural, political and religious solidarity with the peoples of the region.
A closer examination of the networks that supported Japanese actions in Mongolia serves to illustrate the mechanisms through which Japanese expansionism operated more generally. Official Japanese ambitions relating to Mongolia were furthered not just by the military, but also through a variety of civilian agents, both as individuals and in groups. Such agents, however, operated away from the spotlight and received comparatively little international attention, at least prior to the 1930s. In this respect, Japanese actions in Mongolia are distinct from those in Taiwan, Korea or Manchuria, which attracted notice in the West almost from the very beginning. Furthermore, the groups and individuals active in Mongolia were often 'lone wolves', operating with less supervision than was the norm in other parts of Japan's expanding imperial domain. Nevertheless, they were often highly integrated with establishment institutions and figures at home, which sponsored and encouraged their activities.
The career of Morishima Kakufusa is important both because of its length and because of the number of different roles that Morishima held in the course of his life: monk, a trader, an escort for explorers and military intelligence officer. The number of different positions Morishima held in his forty year career, in particular in his capacity as a Japanese Army Special Intelligence Agency (SIA) (tokumu kikan) section chief, a role that will be discussed in more detail later in the article, suggests that there was a far 4 greater amount of flexibility in the strata of pre-war Japanese society than has previously been realized, especially within the military itself. Although Morishima left no diaries or letters, we can reconstruct periods of his career through what others wrote about him, either at the time or in their own memoirs, giving us another perspective on Japanese-Mongolian relations pre-1945.
The Life of Morishima Kakufusa
Morishima Kakufusa was born in 1886 at Kamezu, Tokunoshima Township in Kagoshima prefecture, one of the four prefectures of Kyushu, the third son of Morishima Kakuzō and Otokane (Uchida Morishima 1). After graduating from elementary and middle school, in 1909 Morishima entered Tokyo normal high school (Tōkyō shihan gakkō), a prestigious institution and the forerunner of Tokyo University of Education, to study Japanese and Chinese languages with the intention of becoming an elementary school teacher ('Tokunoshima' 10; Uchida Morishima 25). Given the distance that separates Kagoshima, situated at the western part of the island of Kyushu, and Tokyo, it appears likely that Morishima's family was comparatively wealthy, for him to be able afford the cost of studying in Tokyo. While Uchida, Morishima's postwar biography is vague about the status of his family, a 1938 Asahi shinbun article about Morishima states that he was 'born into a highly reputed family' (meibōka ni umare), with the implication that his family was well off ('Mōko bōkyō no kagemusha' 11). Morishima was also, given that he gained entry to Tokyo normal high school, exceptionally bright and thus able to further advance himself through education (Okada 106-7). Becoming a teacher did not appeal to Morishima, however, as he left Tokyo normal high school in 1910 without graduating.
Morishima then travelled to Taiwan where he taught judo at a junior high school on the island, not an unusual occupation, but one that may not have been as innocent as 5 it first appears. Among the many covers used by the 'tairiku rōnin', or right-wing continental adventurer active on the continent, was that of judo teacher. Uchida Ryōhei , one of the founders of the Kokuryūkai (Amur River/Black Dragon Society), for example, spent almost five year living in Vladivostok, where he established a judo school and engaged in intelligence-gathering operations for the Japanese military (Stolberg 46; Stephan 78) . The stated purpose of the Kokuryūkai was to expel Russia from the East and 'then lay the foundation for a grand continental enterprise taking Manchuria, Mongolia and Siberia as one region' (Okamoto 61 Rihachirō (1871 Rihachirō ( -1950 , he became involved with the Japanese-backed Mongolian independence movement ('Tokunoshima' 10; Uchida Morishima 25). Banzai was an army officer who served as an advisor to a number of Chinese warlords following the fall of the Ch'ing dynasty in 1911 and was closely connected with various schemes to increase Japanese control of Mongolia (Hata 120).
What drew Morishima, at the age of twenty-four, to turn his back on a career as a teacher and to devote himself to the cause of Mongolia independence, albeit 'independence' controlled by the Japanese, is unclear, but the 1938 Asahi shinbun story on Morishima's stated that it was while he was studying to be a teacher that he first became drawn to Mongolia ('Mōko bōkyō no kagemusha' 11). There is also Morishima's close relationship with Banzai, with one recent publication describing Morishima as being Banzai's 'disciple' (monkasei), ('Tokunoshima' 10) Among some of the officers whom Nakajima characterises Morishima as having a 'deep relationship' with it is likely that these relationships were merely because of the shared interest in Mongolia. While no other source confirms Nakajima's assertion that Morishima had a 'deep relationship' with, for example, such important figures as Doihara or Tanaka, it is probable that, given the connection that these two individuals had with Japanese operations in Mongolia, Morishima was known to them both.
Moreover, in the case of Banzai, there is supporting evidence of the close relationship between the two men, which will be discussed in more detail later. Before continuing the examination of Morishima's life it would be worthwhile to briefly discuss Banzai's connection with Mongolia as this connection did impact on that of Morishima.
In the early 1920s, Banzai Rihachirō served as military advisor to two of the Han Chinese warlords who had ambitions in Mongolia. In May 1920, Banzai was reported to 7 be advising the Chinese General Hsü Shu-cheng (1880 Shu-cheng ( -1925 and it was at this time that he got to know at least some of those individuals from the military with whom he was later supposed to have been closely associated.
Morishima's movements for the next few years are not documented but, if the 1936 US military attaché report is reliable, and there is no reason to presume that it is not, Morishima then embarked on a career as a trader, an occupation which would have allowed him to roam freely throughout the region. Writing in the 1930s, a Western observer noted how 'paid agents' of the Kokuryūkai were to be found 'all over the Chinese landscape' disguised as traders (Utley 286 In addition to recruiting language students from the Osaka School of Foreign Languages Mongolian Department, Morishima also recruited students graduating from other prestigious Japanese universities. For example, Morishima was able to recruit Nakajima Manzō, a graduate of the Law Department of Kansai University, to serve with the Japanese Army SIA in Inner Mongolia through Nakajima's own university network. (Hata 374-82 ). According to Ken Kotani, the SIA was the equivalent of the British Special Operations Executive (SOE) and as such engaged in 'espionage and conspiracy duties'. Kotani further notes that research into the organization is hampered because of the destruction of documents that occurred in the closing months of the Second World War and shortly after the Japanese surrender in August 1945 (Kotani 1, 8, 58) .
While the majority of SIA offices were established in the Russian Far East, the Japanese military also established intelligence offices in Urga, Kiakhta and Sinkiang (Hata 375), no doubt well aware that the Bolsheviks could also threaten these regions.
SIA offices were also established in Outer Mongolia because the Siberian Intervention afforded the Japanese military the opportunity to expand its intelligence network into areas where they had not previously been unable to operate because these areas were deemed to be part of Russia's sphere of influence in the region That Morishima was clearly highly regarded by the Japanese military, given his appointment to a number of important posts in Inner Mongolia during the period in which the military sought to extend its influence over the region, is clear. Jagchid, 19 however, contradicts this impression in his postwar writings, where he dismisses Morishima out of hand, stating that Morishima was despised by most Mongol leaders and could only speak some 'imperfect Mongolian' (Jagchid 49, . This assessment of Morishima is, however, in stark contrast to the reports filed by the United States military attachés during the 1930s and may have been motivated by Jagchid seeking to denigrate Morishima's linguistic ability and thereby imply that the Japanese were less effective at wooing the Mongols than it appeared at the time. West Sunid, the last being the where Prince Teh maintained his administration (Constant 376) . Towards the end of his report, Major Constant specifically mentions that the Japanese 'military mission in Pailingmiao is under Kukubo [Kakufusa] Morishima, a well known Japanese who has been trading in and around Kalgan for the past thirty years' and who speaks 'both Chinese and Mongol fluently' (Constant 379) .
The report mentions no other Japanese by name, suggesting that Morishima was regarded, at least by the US military intelligence officers in the region as the most important Japanese individual in the region at this point in time and one of whom Washington should be aware. With his death in 1946, at the comparatively young age of sixty, Morishima did not survive as long after the war as some of his contemporaries did, and so did not pen his memoirs. Moreover, in the decades that followed Japan's resounding defeat in August 1945, memories of the war were pushed into the background as Japanese society sought to escape the horrors of war that it had suffered, as well as those that it had inflicted on the rest of Asia during its imperial age. Thus Morishima's career was largely forgotten, with mention of him only appearing in books written by former military associates, such as those by Nakajima Manzō and the former members of the Inner Mongolian Abaga Association, works that were unlikely to reach a wider audience.
Following the 1990 Gulf War and the negative international reaction to the decision by the Japanese government of the time to only contribute financially to the coalition assembled to defeat Saddam Hussein, however, there was a noticeable increase in nationalist sentiment in Japan. One manifestation of this was the call by conservatives in both political and academic circles for a re-assessment of Japan's past and the establishment of the 'Tsukuru-kai' (Society for History Textbook Reform) 164) . Along with the school textbooks that the 'Tsukuru-kai' has since authored and sought to have adopted in Japanese schools, the society also produced a book with the provocative title The History that isn't taught in textbooks (Kyōkasho ga oshienai rekishi), a collection of short pieces about individuals and events in pre-1945 Japanese society which the society believed had been deliberately ignored. In some instances this meant the re-discovery of individuals whose pre-1945 activities could be presented to a twenty-first century Japanese audience in a way as to suggest that what these individuals had been engaged in was either benign or has been misunderstood post-1945. 24 For example, among the pieces was a recounting of the career of Kawahara It is hard not to imagine the school's teachers in 1942 stressing the links that existed between Japan and Mongolia and Morishima's role in establishing and promoting this links.
Conclusion
In the grand scheme of things, Morishima Kakufusa's career may not appear to be that important. He was not one of those who devised policy, but was rather one of those who implemented it. He was, in many respects, one of those 'lone wolves' who operated in Mongolia with considerably less supervision than was the norm in other parts of Japan's expanding imperial domain, but also was one whom was highly integrated with establishment institutions and figures at home. For this reason alone, however, his career is important as it gives another perspective on how Japan's imperial adventures Mongolia, but from what is known we can see how this one individual was able to move between a number of different groups who shared a similar purpose and helped to bring often previously unrelated groups into closer contact. Hopefully, the rediscovery of Morishima by his home town of Tokunoshima will lead to further research that will yield more about his career and will allow a fuller understanding of the networks that supported Japanese actions in Mongolia and will allow for a better understanding of the mechanisms through which Japanese expansionism operated in the first half of the twentieth century.
